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HIS little Pix cs was publiſh'd | | 
| in Fr, exch aft Winter, at the 
Author's xpence,” at Berlin Com- 
- mon Fame gives it to M. Le Profe 
8 Formey, whoſe Name is already © | 
ſufficiently - known to the learned 
WMorld. Tis ſuitecl to all Men's Ca- 
|  pacities; and conſequentiy we hope, 
from the intereſting. Nature of the 

Subject, and the Author's peculiar 
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Manner of treating it, that it may not 
| be unuſeful in this ſceptical and irre- 
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| D O the Free thinkers know that 


we denominate them ſuch by 

| way of irony? For what can ſhew | 
greater narrowneſy of 72 than hy 7 
be doubtful concerning the principle, 

the object, the deſtination of their be 

ing, their life, their ſenſes, their knows 
ledge? What greater diſcouragement 
can there be, than to be uncertain 
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; reptiles and : and it it de not 
periſhable too, like thoſe low parts of 3 
the creation ? Is there not more _.. 
ſpirit and magniftcence of thought in 
* into our r minds the inks * 


Pas 
not to —y and who cannot ceaſe 


from exiſting ; of whom our ſoul is 
the image; and a portion, if I may ſo 
ay, as —_ a * and immortal ? 
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F Chriſt's Religin be but dream and air, 

I tremble at th' inevitable ſnare. - 
8 order, beauty, force combine; 
Stupendous harmony of one deſign! 
Meridian truth breaks forth, and darkneſs flies: 


| Hiſtorians, martyrs, figures, prophecies, 
The reaſ nings and the precepts of the Lord, ? 


_ The written doctrine, and the oral word, 

Flow each from each, and all in one accord. 

If this be fraud, tis ſo ſupremely fine 

That wiſe 1 On tis Truth's, tis du 8 194 
6 

| Say, Deiſts, what ſuperior thought col 


A Aus fo infinite, 8 


Where parts and whole, where all with all 
cCeonſpire? MY 

- Bluſh, that you have not genius to Ae 
If God for you had but a cold regard, 
(Yourſelves, of flighted mercy half debarr'd). : 
Vet would he, mindleſsof his bounteous pow'r, 
Tho' erring nature grieves him ev'ry hour, 
Allow, that falſhood ſhould miſlead 1 
e and enſlave tha mind? 
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Are we : lied to provide 2 G 
ſunct anſwer to: all 105 enemies of 


Religion? Have they __ MY _ 
bel, or Giblen 1 When ya = 
0 put themſelves in a condition to re- 


fute the works of ſuch authors, 
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then tis allowed them (in caſe a 
full anſwer be wanting on our 
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| Amb. their know- 
| ledge and virtues. —Place in one 
ſcale the holy Fathers and writers of 
the Church from the promulgation 
of Chriſtianity to the preſent time: 
add to them all thoſe great men, 
who have undertaken to defend'the 
_ bauſe of God without taking upon 
| themnſelves the Eccleſiaſtical charac- 
ter; as a Morney, a Gxotiaa a D. 
well, and Raine the younger; op- 
poſe to this cloud of witneſſes Va 
nini, Spinoſa, Toland, Collins, Wool- 
fon; reinforce them with the 
light-armed troops of the preſent 
age, the authors of the Philoſophi- - 
cal Thoughts and + Man a Machine ; 
[we ſhall not take into account: per 
wretched ſcriblers as he that publiſhg. 
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5 Dare ; * that the ge Lo 
u wil oog diſpteaſe our adverſurie?. 
| 5 Or dare l hope that che cuſtom they 
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| hays agquired\ of . attacking religion 

_ 55 allies. of. imagination , and: ludi- 
Fus expreſſions has not induced 

dem long ago to bid an _— 

fatewel do all forts of realoning FF W. 

ſome there are who labour und 
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theſe ee . have * 
full conſent to ſtop here; for my 
Gyn Aart* all-ventur&anotwith». 
ſth ding, 85 to carry my plan into exe- 
et ſince (in charity as well as 
truth) I think I ſhould offend againſt 
equity in ſuppoſing that all Unbe- 
| levers had made 1 firm reſolution. 
never to reaſon. What I Propo | 
(or at leaſt ought to be) an n indu . 
deduced in due form, from their CON | 
8 thei. writing, and their 
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the right of a figorous demonſſration; 
T ſhall ſuperſede / pro tempore all ap- 
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only chat every matter of belief and 
ket, Probabili ity may « confine our re- 
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1 ak ut firſt ſiting hn; ir te 
Bibi, 8 queſtions do not demand 
ſome attention? For exam ple, "If : 
there be a God, a Providence, a Re- 
velation, à Religion, a life to come 
I it an indifferent matter to deceive 

one's ſelf in all theſe points? Or can 

that time be ſaid to be waſted, which 

we employ in the examination of 
tbem Y Andd laſtly, Is that pruden 
8 which equally intereſts its 
ih "arid takes the ſame preca | 
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| ie Pray, Gentlemen; (for I. audr 
myſelf to you,) what prizerion .do 
grow Mie ach by inthe affaire of 
tis world ö Mbat determines you; to 
eek or avdid any object: To w 
rules or guide dg you copſecrats; 
 -your-caresiapdolabours;?; A ch lein 
uß demonſtration. muſt co 
ür aſſiſtance, you run the ri 
oe ofditting with your den ded dar 
ing your whole lives; ſor there is no 
undertaking in the preſent world, of 
which the event is infallible. Con- 
ſequently then human prudence pro- 
ceeds on orher Principles. Vou put 
your ſelves in motion on the firſt 
3 8 proſpect of ſucceſs ; Vou 


your activity in proportion 
as that light encreaſes : and in gene- 


ral, you ROE your degrees of 
. zeal 
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| "You \groceed il farther, oY "i 
= Ez juſtice. When an object preſents it _— 
ſelf extremely  defirable, and when 
the polen of it is important to | 
you, not only favourable appear- 

ances excite your zeal, but even ten- 

trary ones do not diſmay you; and 

" | the impoſſibility of ſucceſs muſt be 

S ®lmoſt inconteftable, before you bid 


; adieu to your defigns, Man is fruit 
| ful in framing chimerical projects 
f and far from neglecting /probabilities; 


where: they offer themſelves, is apt 
to ſuppoſe them to ail W n oy 
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chotiſed FO the — 
val of ' many Free- thinkers, wh 5 
tho miſ-led by ſophiſtical appearance 
yet ceaſe not to preſerve the general 
principles of reaſoning. - They ac- 
knowledge that Religion would, be 
an excellent giſt from 117755 2 
hat all men ovght Pb wiſh r e 
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1 1 remains only, to place 


ebis Religion in. fuch a fituation, as 
It may he capable at leaſt, by the 
probabilit 4 0 its proofs, to exeite in 
us the lame Kh of attention, 8 
that which induces us to act in tho 
common courſe of life. We ought 
to convince men, that the advantage 
annext to piety, has as much 85 
to awaken their induſtry, as, an af- 


ay at M adagaſear, or in the M, 22 
C2 7 1. 
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Spit: which two cauſes 
ſufficient? to put thouſands of per- 
ſons into rclet nol ee d ac- 


tion. 


Let us now contemplate che que. 
Ain in uu Points of view: | Firſt, 
in it ſelf, that! is to ſay, independent 

from all proofs of matter of fact; 
or, an diveſted of the offs 
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= an nr or a kinn of | | 
; * parts, each imper fecr and cant ntinually | 
i changeable, ſhould form a whole, 
which is a neceſſary, immutable, 
and ſupremely perfect Being; or that 
we ſhould ſeek for the reaſon of 


the Whole in another Ring. who 
W . 


; len 
poſſeſſes all theſe per falons, wide 
hors leaſt mixture wk mpeg ?. 
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1 it more «as ir it ſelf, that 
things arranged. by aſtoniſhing art, 

and invariably 1 relative to preciſe and 
uſeful ends, ſhould be ſuch, merely 
Y becauſe they are ſuch, and not pro- 
= ceed rather from an 3 Intelli.. 
| gence, who pre · ordained their pro- 
N Tg _ deſtination?. 
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Is it more probable in it ſelf, to 2 
believe that if there is a God, he 1 
takes no care of his creatures, and 
abandons them to blind deſtiny, or 
to believe a Providence, which pre- 
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merely matters that * on 4 

Ne or are at moſt regulated by 
a principle of convenience? Is ſuch 


rem, I ſay; more probable than 


Fs, dodrine of intrinhck a. 


| booty, right, and, natural apt 


i i mow kak | in it Ka; ta ta 
aller: Man, (if not as a fors 
tuitous Being) yet at leaſt as a Be- 
ing, deſigned to act a certain part in 
human life, (Where perhaps his de- 
ſtination is ſcarce viſibly ſketched 
out, and where he ' ſometimes dif: 
appears before he is born?) Or ta 
extend one's views on to a. continmu- 
ation of exiRence, to a fartker expla 
nation and diſeovery of things; in 


en if 1 may fo ſpeak ? 2 
ors | XXII. And 
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at is 1 Lo now, too 
bigh-founding : a name to give to theſe 
ideas, founded in the very nature of 
our ſoul, and the preſent | world ? 
Or can any-one refuſe to give theſe 
ideas that name, except he be plun. 


ged into a volu oath and Judicial 
blindneſs? | ent wk | 
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tions: which contains the facts that 
conſtitute the ground- work of. Reli- 
gion. God, on the foundation of 
natural principles (which we pur- 
poſe to develehe), hath built an edi- 
fice, the materials G Shich conſiſt 
of various Revelations, by - which 


he has communicated his will ta 
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| floss 1 
men, and of which his u 1. 
1 loved only Son, Jeſus Crip, ſent 
for the falvation of mankind, | 
” is che cormer- fone, All this is con- 
tained in ons book, which we re- 
vere, as deſcended from Heaven; 
we: reft our belief on it, not only 
out of regard to the depoſitions of 
men every way cretiible, but becauſe 
its authenticity , hath been atteſted 
by the-moſt diſtinguiſhed miraches. 
On the whole therefore are all theſe 
things pure | fables, and  chimera's 
unworthy of attention? or ra- 
ther, do not we find in them ſome 5 
 ceruain. degree of probability, which 
_ ought to make an impreſſion on 
the minds of reaſonable beings ?. But 
let 0s; nien, 0 ee our Exa- 
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15 it more e chat the e Foui, 
ts whom the firſt promiſes” were 
vouchſafed, and among whom they 

were lodged, ſhould have been ſe- 
duced by an Inpoſtor, who made 
them believe, that God had con- 
ducted them out of Egypt by a 
Arong Hand anda Pretched-out arm; 
That the Ey yptians their oppreſſors 
had been viſited with all ſorts of 
judgments, whilſt no evil approach- 
ed them; That the Canaanites 
ſhould be exterminated before their 
face, to procure them the poſſeſſion 
of a land flowing with milk and 
Boney; - and that in all this ſeries of 
extraordinary facts God ſhould ne- 
ver ceaſe to give them incontgſfable 
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en of his preſence and aſſiſtance? 
Is it more probable, 1 ſay, that the 

Fews ſhould have adopted and pre- 
. ſerved ſuch traditions, without foun- 
dation, and have made them the 
ground- work of an external worſhip 
extremely fatiguing and diſagree- 


able, than to acknowledge on out 


ſd the authenticity of the facts, 
and the truth of the Archives 1 thi 
! e 
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ls it more probable, that this un- 
interrupted ſeries of prophecies, which 
from age to age declared events that 
all human art could never foreſee, 
and afterwards. pointed out in par- 
ticular a combination of \charaQets 
| whe. becoming more diſtin&, in 
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proportion as the event appriachedd | 
bave / well depickurod the Mea 
that twas next to impoſſible 10 
miſtake him when lie appeared; = 
Isit more pr obable, that This meds - 
the work of chance, than the effec 
of heavenly direction? For as to an 
iapoſlure, how can any one fuppoſe 
it? At what periad of time can w 
Place its viſe? Or how make a whole 
nation acceſſory, when chat nation 
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| had for their ir objects all be 
;of the natural Gyſtem, which | 
formed in a manner the 
ic, and the leaſt 
cal, and which 
ons, however intereſted to conteſt 
than; never durſt deny; _—_—y 
. rather folſe, than i 7 
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Is it ore probable, that a multi i- 7 


tude of falſe witneſſes ſhould 


[5] 
plane and for the pleaſure 
of din their falſhoods, ſhould 
renounce: all forts of intereſt, 'expole 
themſelves to innumerable. evils, to. 
ſevere and inevitable torturey,- 
ing at the ſame time to ſuch difinter- 

_ eſtedneſs the moſt beautiful leſſons 
and the. moſt noble examples of 
virtue d Is it, I ſay, more comſiſtent 
with truth, to conſider theſe people 
as falſe witneſſes, than to render 
| homage to their evidence, or at leaſt 
to: acknowledge, that they are worth 
the pains of being beard impartia]- 

, and that one - ought diligent- 
ly to examine what they have de. 
paled? 


4 rity and credit, oppoſed by all that 


b A N : ” 
= 
1 8 * 
4 * 
1 F 9 x * = 
* * * ” 
2 | | 
* F * — - 
* 
7 5 | I l 
* = 
” 
o 
* _ 
* ” 
of 
1 * 
* 


Is it cure probable; that Chriflia. 
Ap, diveſted of all ſecular aid, 
preached by perſons without anthq- 


Vas powerful and reſpectable in the 
world, contrary in it ſelf (which 


vas yet more) to the favourite paſ⸗ | 


ſions of the human heart? — Is it 


ſhould eſtabliſh it ſelf naturally, by 
chance, by intrigue, by the concur- 
© rence of ſecond cauſes ; or onght 
ve not rather to aſcend to ſome ſu- 
Pperior aſſiſtance, and to acknowledge 
chat God bad not placed his treaſure 
n veſſels of earth, but in order ib 
better to male ks wy ha oceans | 
77 45 ty 25 


p 
* A. 4 To we 


1 
Fog” (33 . 
XXX. k 
1 - 
* 
. 


more probable, that fuch. a doeFrine 
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faithful, in a word, Fe all theircen- 
"gagements; a Religion which would 
anticipate the Putadiſiacal late here 
vn Lerch, If its do&rines were faith- 
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mies of Religion act in ſome degtee 
like one who hath the hardineſs to 


exhauſtible in producing excuſes and 
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But if, on the contrary, 1e Ene · a 


venture through the thickeſt fire of 


: muſketry, in order to find a ſmall 
piece of money; or like another, 


who purchaſes a quantity of tickets 
in a lottery, where there are nine 
thouſand, nine hundred and ninety. 
nine blanks to one prize (and yet 
- theſe. diſproportions $i diſadvan- 
tages are not comparable to thoſe in 
to which Irreligion plunges a man:) 
If ſuch be the Logic of Unbelievers, 
I conjure them not to be fo laviſh 
of their ironical flings, and of that 


pertneſs of i imagination which is in- 


re- 
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